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ROCK CLIMBING: Okanogan Country
features many great spots for novice
and experienced rock climbers alike.
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OVERVIEW OF OKANOGAN
COUNTRY CONTEXT
Okanogan County, also called The Okanogan and “Okanogan Country” for purposes of tourism
marketing, covers 5,281 square miles making it the largest county in Washington. Most of the land is
state and federal and only 30 percent is in private ownership. The Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Indian Reservation comprises approximately 2,100 square miles of the county. Descending from the
North Cascades and surrounding wilderness into exceptionally scenic river valleys and shrub-steppe
landscapes, The Okanogan is a place like no other.

Okanogan Country is known as a getaway for
outdoor adventure with over 1,000 miles of
scenic trails, 200 water and wildlife access
areas, 3 million acres of public land, and over
300 days of sunshine. The landscape is as
varied as it is beautiful, from the North Cascade
Mountains to river basins, high deserts, canyons, 
agricultural areas, and wide-open range lands. 
Recreation opportunities are numerous, with
hiking, skiing, snowshoeing, horseback riding, 
mountain biking, off-roading, camping, wildlife
watching, fishing, hunting, and sight- seeing as
some of the most common activities visitors
enjoy. The county has a rich cultural history and
many existing tourism assets including museums, 
historic sites, ghost towns, and interpretive
centers that provide information about the
geologic and cultural history of the region. 

There is also an emphasis on public art
throughout the county—from stand alone works
and sculptures to murals on town building walls
celebrating the area’s history, culture, and
uniqueness. Creativity is visible everywhere.

Okanogan Country is dotted with small historic
towns and is otherwise generally rural and
natural in character. The county has a population
of just over 42,400 (2020). The population grows
slowly (.55 percent from 2019-2020). In addition
to tourism, agriculture and forestry are major
economic generators of the county.

Okanogan Country includes four major
subregions: Methow Valley, the Heart of the
Okanogan, North Okanogan, and the Columbia
River, as depicted on FIGURE 1.

The Okanogan is a
place like no other.
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FIGURE1TheFourSubregionsofOkanoganCountry
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The Methow Valley is world famous for its extensive year-round trails network and the sparkling Methow River. 
The Methow Valley extends from the North Cascades to the confluence of the Methow and Columbia Rivers. 
With unique places to visit such as the frontier town of Winthrop and the artsy enclaves of Twisp and Pateros, 
the Methow draws thousands each year as an active lifestyle destination. Pateros is known as a gateway to
both the Methow Valley and the Okanogan Valley. 

The Heart of the Okanogan is an important hub for visitors to the county and includes the town of Okanogan, the
County Seat, and Omak, the largest city in the county, with populations of 2,607 and 4,852 respectively. Both towns
are located along the Okanogan River, north of its confluence with the Columbia River. Scenic and historic Conconully
established as one of the earliest towns in the county  (and once known as Salmon City), is nestled in a mountain
valley, northwest of Omak. Towns in the Heart of the Okanogan are known for year-round events. Visitors can
experience the wild west with annual rodeos, working ranches, and just about every type of festival imaginable.

North Okanogan is a gateway to vast areas of wilderness, as well as to British Columbia, Canada. This area includes
Many Lakes, on the west side of the Okanogan River, and the Okanogan Highlands, on the east side. Tonasket and
Oroville offer services as well as glimpses into the area’ s past with unique places to visit such as the Depot Museum

in Oroville, Chief Tonasket Park in Tonasket, the
Borderlands Historical Society Museum, and other
places. The historic towns of Loomis, Nighthawk, 
Molson, Chesaw, Curlew, Wauconda, and Republic
in adjacent Ferry County) also offer opportunities to
step back in time. Travel the Highland Historic Loop
Drive to experience this area (see map, next page). 
Visitors can also access amazing outdoor adventures
here, such as world class fishing, camping, hiking, 
climbing, and the Pasayten Wilderness, with over
half a million acres of lands to explore. 

The Columbia River subregion stretches from
Pateros and Brewster east to the Grand Coulee
Dam and the adjacent towns of Nespelem, 
Coulee Dam, and Elmer City, as well as Grand
Coulee Dam and Electric City, located just across
the county line. This area’s tourism revolves
around recreation on the Columbia River and
the attraction of the Grand Coulee Dam.

Learn more about these areas and tourism assets
throughout the county in Chapters 4 and 5. 

METHOW VALLEY: The landscape is vast and full of beauty; 
providing stellar views for visitors to experience. 

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND
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FIGURE2aHighlandHistoricLoopDrive
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FIGURE 2b
Highland Historic Loop Drive Map Key
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OKANOGAN COUNTY
TOURISM COUNCIL
The Okanogan County Tourism Council (OCTC) is an organization dedicated
to marketing and promoting tourism throughout Okanogan County. The
purpose of OCTC is to advertise Okanogan County and bring together
the many individual tourism promotion efforts to achieve greater focus, 
effectiveness, and economy in promoting tourism for all of Okanogan Country. 
OCTC includes a broad membership and a volunteer Board of Directors who
represent the tourism industry to other organizations, gather data, provide
ideas, and perform certain tasks. OCTC publishes a website focused on
promoting tourism throughout the county. OCTC also publishes printed guides
and publications each year, including the annual Visitors Guide, as well as
a Hiking Guide and Fishing Guide, which are available at visitor centers and
hotels throughout the county. Additional information about Okanogan Country
and the OCTC is available at: www.okanogancountry.com. 

OKANOGAN COUNTY FAIR:  
The fair brings regional culture and
an assortment of fun activities for
the whole family to enjoy.

8 INTRODUCTION ANDBACKGROUND8



INTRODUCTION TO THE
TOURISM DESTINATION
MASTER PLAN
In 2019, the OCTC retained Otak, Inc. to develop this Tourism Destination Master Plan—a ten+ year
tourism plan for Okanogan Country. The county-wide destination master plan has been created to
provide a roadmap to enhance the Okanogan County tourism industry's competitive positioning
relative to other tourism destinations and to anticipate the future state of tourists' needs and tourism-
related markets. Expanding tourism opportunities brings a variety of economic benefits to the region, 
including more jobs more business activity and related revenues, as well as an enhanced quality of life
for residents. Development of the plan has included data collection and mapping of the county’s tourism
assets, analysis of existing tourism infrastructure, planning and identification of improvements needed
to serve visitor interests, and engagement of public and private stakeholders. The plan includes a
variety of recommended strategies, actions, and projects to guide tourism promotion and enhance the
visitor experience in Okanogan Country for the next ten years and beyond. 

The Tourism Destination Master Plan
includes the following chapters:

CHAPTER 1
Introduction and Background
current chapter)

CHAPTER 2
Purpose, Process, and Vision

CHAPTER 3
Okanogan Country History

CHAPTER 4
Okanogan Country Today: 
Tourism Destination Experiences, 
Visitation, and Tourism Statistics

CHAPTER 5
Tourism Assets Database

CHAPTER 6
Tourism and Economic Development
Strategies and Concepts

CHAPTER 7
Action Plan: Recommended
Actions and Projects

CHAPTER 8
Implementation

9OKANOGANCOUNTRY
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THE BENEFITS OF
EXPANDING TOURISM
IN OKANOGAN COUNTRY
Tourism and related spending and revenues are economic drivers in Okanogan County, as well as
Washington state. In 2020, the Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office released a report
on the Economic Benefits of Outdoor Recreation in Washington. This report showed that there are more
jobs (199,000) related to Outdoor Recreation in Washington than related to the Tech Industry (191,000). 
When people participate in outdoor recreation and tourism activities, they also purchase or rent gear and
equipment, and they buy fuel, groceries, food and beverages, and lodging.  Tourism activity documented
in the report included outdoor recreation generated revenues by out-of-state visitors as well as
Washington residents. People in Washington LOVE to be outdoors. In 2019, Washingtonians participated
in outdoor recreation more than 600 million days. $18.8 billion in trip-related spending occurred in 2019
in Washington, and $7.6 billion in equipment purchases were made for outdoor recreation, reaching a
total spending level of $26.42 billion. In Okanogan County alone, $222,022,071 tourism-related spending
occurred in 2019, with total estimated contribution to the economy of $373,345,193. 

Outdoor recreation is a strong focus of tourism in Washington
and Okanogan County, bringing many benefits:

Local, regional, and state economic growth

Job stability and growth

Business stability and growth

Reduced health care costs

Community development and education (tax revenues)

Environmental preservation (many projects that fund tourism
and recreation improvements also benefit the environment)

Of key importance in Okanogan Country is balancing
tourism activity with protecting and preserving the
unique qualities of the environment and outdoor areas
that draw people to this amazing and extraordinary
setting. This plan sets the foundation for responsible
tourism planning and implementation—encouraging
patterns of visitation that draw visitors to a diversity
of places throughout the County with the potential to
reduce congestion and impacts in those areas that are
often being overly loved. The OCTC and its partners
support tourism promotion and outreach efforts that
emphasize stewardship and “Leave No Trace” ethics. 
With key messages such as “ take only memories, leave
only footprints” and training and education to encourage
sustainable tourism and hospitality, Okanogan Country is
poised for a bright future, with tourism that brings triple
bottom line benefits—people, planet, and prosperity.

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND
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PURPOSE, PROCESS, 
AND VISION

2Inthis chapter:
PURPOSE OF THE TOURISM
DESTINATION MASTER PLAN
PLANNING PROCESS AND
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
VISION STATEMENT AND
GUIDING PRINCIPLES
THE OKANOGAN COUNTRY
EXPERIENCE: VISIONING
WORD MAPPING
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DOG SLEDDING: Tourists come from all over
to witness the excitement of the annual dog
sledding races in Conconully.
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PURPOSE OF THE TOURISM
DESTINATION MASTER PLAN
The countywide Tourism Destination Master Plan (TDMP) provides a roadmap to maintain and enhance
Okanogan County tourism destinations and to anticipate the current and future needs of visitors and
tourism-related markets. Under the leadership of the OCTC and various partners, the TDMP focuses
on identifying strategic implementation and tourism infrastructure needs, and as a strategic plan it will
serve as a “blueprint” in providing direction and focus for the regional tourism industry. The plan will
be implemented by OCTC, with the support of tourism entities and communities throughout the region, 
local businesses, government agencies, and various specialized entities involved in outdoor recreation, 
trails, agritourism, wine, culture, and other sectors.

13

The plan will be
implemented by
OCTC, with the
support of tourism
entities and
communities.
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PLANNING PROCESS AND
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
Throughout the planning process, the project team met with the OCTC board, as well as a separate
Tourism Advisory Group (TAG) assembled for the purposes of providing insights and input to guide
development of the TDMP.  In order to gather information and input from broader tourism interests, a
series of public engagement workshops were held in multiple locations throughout the county in October
2019.  Ten workshops were held in the cities of Winthrop, Twisp, Oroville, Conconully, Tonasket, Okanogan, 
Omak, Grand Coulee, Pateros, and Brewster. Workshop participants were shown a presentation that
provided an overview of the planning process, tourism assets documented and mapped to date, and
other background information.  Participants were then asked to provide input on a variety of topics
including important aspects of the visitor experience and tourism activities in their geographic areas, 
needed improvements to enhance the visitor experience, recommended marketing and promotional
strategies, and other suggestions. Group discussions in each meeting location were documented, and
some participants filled out comment sheets, which were referenced in the development of this plan. 

In addition to the in-person workshop sessions, an online
survey was made available to the public from November
2019 to January 2020. The survey included questions
for public input on similar topics as were addressed in
the workshop sessions. There were 50 respondents to
the online survey who provided input on 14 questions. 
Respondents were from throughout the entire county.

Input and results from the public and stakeholder
engagement efforts summarized in Chapters 4
and 5 and has helped to inform the strategies
recommendations, actions, and projects addressed
in Chapters 6 and 7.

The Draft Okanogan Country TDMP was
presented to OCTC and the TAG for review
in October and November 2020, followed by
a public review period in December 2020. 
Given social distancing policies related to the
Covid-19 pandemic, online public meetings were
held, focused on each of the four subregions
of Okanogan Country. December 7-10, 2020, 
the draft plan was presented in the online
public meeting and participants were given the
opportunity to provide comments and feedback
in the meeting. They also were given information
about how to submit written comments on the
draft plan. The final plan addresses comments
and input received on the draft.

Participants were asked
to provide input on a
variety of topics.

PURPOSE, PROCESS, AND VISION
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VISION STATEMENT AND
GUIDING PRINCIPLES
The planning team, which included the TAG and consultants, worked through several visioning exercises
to identify the true essence of the Okanogan Country visitor experience and what it offers visitors currently, 
as well as what it should offer in the future with implementation of this plan. A vision statement and guiding
principles for tourism promotion and management below and on the next page were the outcomes of this work.

With more than 300 days of sunshine every year
and 3 million acres of public land, Okanogan
Country has everything for everyone. With access
to the Cascade Mountains, North Cascades
National Park, the Okanogan Highlands, the
Columbia River, and dozens of historic sites and
charming small towns, we’re also a portal to
Canada and to some of the most rugged and
remote places on the planet. Our places, people, 
and experiences are authentic. You can get off
the grid, unplug, and plug in to nature at every
turn—immersing yourself in the outdoors with a
diversity of wildlife, from hundreds of species of
birds to moose, deer, black bear, and many other

creatures. With over 120 miles of groomed, 
interconnected trails for hikers, fat-tire bikers, 
snowshoers, and backcountry skiers, we offer
the largest ski-trail system in North America, 
along with hundreds more miles for backroad
adventures. From peaceful past-times to extreme
adventures, you can interact with friendly people
under wide open blue skies or enjoy the a starry
night sky that stretches to the horizon. Our
festivals, rodeos, and small town events offer
enjoyment year-round, and with agritourism and
diverse cultural events and activities, you can
experience the true West—like it once was, long
ago, and like it is today, in living, breathing color.

Vision Statement

NATURE AND WILDLIFE:  With such a large, vast
landscape, Okanogan Country is home to an
extensive variety of wildlife.

PURPOSE, PROCESS, AND VISION
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Guiding Principles
1. Work together as a region to balance

visitation patterns and leverage all tourism
assets countywide.

2. Enhance and promote those experiences
and places that represent the authentic, 
true experience of Okanogan Country—
Open for Adventure, with a strong focus on
outdoor recreation.

3. Preserve and restore historic places, 
settings, monuments, buildings, and
landscapes and promote these as part of
the Okanogan Country experience.

4. Preserve and protect natural areas, wildlife
habitat, and other natural resources. 
Inspire visitors to become stewards and
encourage eco-friendly tourism that
respects nature and avoids impacts to the
natural and scenic qualities of the region. 
Best practices in communications (Leave
No Trace, No Littering, Carry In/Carry Out, 
etc.) should be emphasized.

5. Ensure that tourism infrastructure and
support facilities are available where needed
and compatible with their surroundings.

6. Expand tourism infrastructure and support
facilities, in all areas, but with a particular
interest in drawing more visitors to the east
and north parts of the county.

7. Tell stories and interpret resources in
multiple ways to create lasting, memorable
experiences. Interpretation instills respect and
fosters stewardship. Education about natural
and cultural resources can instill community
pride and strengthen sense of place. 

8. Enhance community gateways and create
positive first impressions at key portals and
hubs (including small town downtowns). 
Respect and enhance community character
and sense of place.

9. Enhance the journey as well as destinations
along the journey. Provide wayfinding and
places to stop and rest and learn more about
what is over the next rise. Help visitors find
their way through wayfinding elements, 
maps, and information at key gateway
locations and important tourism sites.

10. Get tourists out of their cars and immersed
in the outdoors.

11. Continue to build a strong brand identity
and expand visitor awareness of the
Okanogan Country experience, as a true
outdoor recreation destination experience.

12. Recognize that tourism has limits and must
be managed. Savvy communities always
ask how many tourists are too many? Ensure
that tourism development does not exceed
the carrying capacity of ecosystems and
sensitive areas.  

13. Work together as partners to pursue funding
opportunities to successfully implement the
recommended projects and actions in this
plan. On a regular basis (every two to three
years) update the plan and reprioritize the
actions as needed.

14. Focus on promoting the region's strongest
assets, and on marketing these assets
in ways that leverage the most return on
investment and that support sustainable
tourism over the long term.

PURPOSE, PROCESS, AND VISION
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Envisioning the Okanogan
Country Experience
The TAG thought of and posted words and phrases that represent the true Okanogan Country experience. 
These are mapped below and listed on this page and the next page. The word map represents the number
of times various words were mentioned….the more they were mentioned, the larger they are in the map.

OUTDOORS MECCA

TRAILS

WATER, ROCK, SNOW, HORSE, BIKING, 
WALKING, ATV, SNOWSHOEING, 

SKIING, BIRDS, WILDLIFE

FISHING AND HUNTING

PERSPECTIVE: BIG SKY, BLUE SKY, DARK
SKY, NIGHT SKY—SKY WALK

WIDE OPEN SPACES

RIVERS

SOLITUDE

QUIET

LIFETIME EXPLORATION

DIVERSE AND UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

FAMILY CAMPING

REST, RECREATE, REJUVENATE

YEAR-ROUND ADVENTURE

OUTDOOR

HISTORIC

WILDLIFE WATCHING

FRIENDLY

INCLUSIVE

WELCOME

WESTERN

STRONG COMMUNITIES

SENSE OF COMMUNITY

INCREDIBLE COLORS

EXTREME

SCENIC BEAUTY

PURPOSE, PROCESS, AND VISION
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AUTHENTIC PLACES AND EXPERIENCES

REGIONAL—CONNECTING COMMUNITIES

FESTIVALS, RODEOS, FAIRS, MARKETS, 
EVENTS FOR ALL INTERESTS

HISTORY AND CULTURE

CONNECT WITH YOUR ROOTS

FRUIT

REAL FOOD

RURAL

WILD/WILDERNESS

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE

NATURE ALL AROUND

HIKING, HIKING, HIKING

WILDLIFE WATCHING

VIEWS

MOUNTAINS

INTEGRITY

PEOPLE, PLACES, AND NATURE

GET OUTSIDE

CONNECT WITH NATURE

FREEDOM

SCENT OF PINES AND SAGEBRUSH

ABUNDANT NATURE

SERENE

OFF THE GRID

UNPLUG

RELAX

OKANOGAN COUNTY EXPERIENCE:  With all the
cultural and natural abundance in the area, there
are endless possibilities to explore.

PURPOSE, PROCESS, AND VISION
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FAMILY BIKE RIDES With the abundance
of trail locations and types, there are many
opportunities for families to enjoy time and
activities together.

2020 TOURISM ASSETS DATABASE AND TOURISM INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS
OKANOGAN COUNTRY
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OKANOGAN
COUNTRY HISTORY
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In this chapter:

NATURAL HISTORY
FIRST PEOPLES
THE FRONTIER
SETTLEMENT INTO
THE MODERN ERA
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NATURAL HISTORY: Okanogan Country geography
features expansive vistas of the Cascades, Columbia
Plateau, and lowland waterways.

OKANOGAN COUNTRY HISTORY
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NATURAL HISTORY
In North Central Washington, the Cascades and the Columbia Plateau form the Okanogan Valley
region, with mountains as high as 8,000 feet and dropping in elevation to 911 feet at Osoyoos Lake
on the United States side of the border with Canada. There is a broad highland area separating the
Northern Rockies and the North Cascade mountain ranges.  

In Okanogan County, the valleys of Okanogan, San Poil, Similkameen, and Methow have rivers and a
bountiful number of creeks.  This water all feeds the Okanogan River and then the Columbia River with
its origins in the Missourian Montana Region. The Okanogan River is fed by a group of lakes starting with
Okanogan Lake, Vaseux Lake, and Osoyoos Lake, all that begin in British Columbia. Osoyoos Lake is
eleven miles long and is divided by the International Boundary. By the time the Okanogan River reaches
the Columbia River, the elevation is 1,036 feet.

Glaciers once
covered much of
the Okanogan.

Source: Washington State
Department of Natural Resources

OKANOGAN COUNTRY HISTORY
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area filled with geologic wonders—volcanic
lava flows, ancient rock outcroppings, glacial
features, and more (Washington Department of
Natural Resources, 2021).

Between approximately 2.6 million and 12,000
years ago, continental glaciers repeatedly
advanced from the north of the region, shaping
the surface of the landscape. Glaciers once

The geologic history of the region was formed
through many complex processes over hundreds
of millions of years. Some of the oldest rocks
in the state from the original North American
continent were deformed and metamorphosed
when island arcs were accreted onto the
continent during the Jurassic. Subsequent
faulting during the Eocene formed metamorphic
core complexes and extensional basins. Bedrock
in this area was covered by ice during the
latest ice age. The intensely deformed bedrock
has also been a prolific source for economic
mineral production, which later resulted in
mining activities in the region. The rocks in the
eastern portion of the Okanogan Highlands are
of Precambrian age (540 million years old and
older) and consist mainly of metasedimentary
rocks, formed when sedimentary rocks are later
subjected to heat and pressure (Washington
Department of Natural Resources, 2020). 

There are many interesting geologic formations
in the area. For example, Pipestone Canyon not
far from Winthrop and Twisp, has rock that was
formed during the Paleocene epoch, 66 to 56
million years ago, as well as some formations
from the Cretaceous period, over 100 million
years ago. The Okanogan Highlands, once
located along the western edge of the North
American two hundred million years ago, is an

covered all of the Okanogan County, and
evidence of glacial activity and other Ice Age
events is seen throughout the region (kame
terraces, kettles, coulees, ice compacted and
carved landscapes and rock formations, erratic
boulders, etc.). Many benches of sandy, silty, 
and gravely terraces stand as high as 500 feet
above the valley floor.

Pipestone Canyon geologic
formation near the Methow Valley

24 OKANOGAN COUNTRY HISTORY
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FIRST PEOPLES
Native peoples have lived for thousands of years in this region since time immemorial.  Their customs, 
cultures and traditions are part of the Okanogan Country today. The Syilx, the Okanogan people, had a
large territory that ranged from just north of modern day Revelstoke, BC, with the eastern boundary being
between Kaslo and Kootenay Lakes, the western border extending into the Nicola Valley, and the southern
boundary extending to the vicinity of Wilbur, Washington. Their language was and is c with
variations due to the size of their territory.

Prior to contact in 1810 by David Thompson, 
an explorer who first journeyed down the
Columbia River to the ocean, the population
of the native peoples in this area exceeded
30,000. This is a conservative estimate. They
were and are a salmon people and had a
number of fisheries in the region that included
the Okanagan Falls, Sx wnitkw”, in British
Columbia, klìp Falls near Oroville, Kettle
Falls, Shon it kwu, near the town of Kettle Falls.

The salmon ran two times a year, once in the
spring and the other in the fall. There were
five species of salmon that ran in the Columbia
River system to which the Okanogan and
Snake Rivers were the large salmon producers
of the entire Columbia River fisheries. These
fisheries caused great gatherings of the Syilx
People. Kettle Falls had gatherings of as many
as 10,000 people came for the spring or fall

MEDICINE WOMAN, Okanogan Tribe, ca. 
1880 Courtesy History of North Washington

runs of salmon. These gatherings had great
celebrations of weddings, dancing, horse
racing contests, stick games, family reunions, 
and more.  These celebrations had a Salmon
Chief who was responsible for making sure all
of the fish caught were equally distributed and
that no one left hungry and without salmon.  
These gatherings were looked forward to with
great anticipation each year. 

Within the communities, there was a daily and
annual effort to make sure all were cared for
and no one was hungry. The women gathered
food and medicine from the spring to late fall. 
The women gathered roots and berries in
the spring, and as different varieties became
available into fall time. Medicine was an
important item to be stored for the winter time. 
The men hunted and fished for their families,  
as well as the community, so no one was
hungry. They lived in Pit Houses and Tule Mat
lodges in communities from a few hundred to
several hundred depending upon the season
and the harvesting of salmon. Many of the
native communities in Okanogan County and
British Columbia are where towns are today.  
A day’s walk apart. 
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Packers brought furs
from surrounding areas
including far north in
Canada to Fort
Okanogan.

THE FRONTIER
In 1811, at the confluence of the Columbia and Okanogan Rivers, the first American settlement was built in
what would become Washington State and Okanogan County. The fur trading post at the confluence was for
John Jacob Astor’s Pacific Fur Company—a wood and sod roof building. Because of the War of 1812, this post
would be sold to British owned Northwest Company and then to the Hudson’s Bay company.  A fort was built
here about four years later. The building of Chief Joseph dam stopped the salmon from moving further up the
Columbia river and covered the site of Fort Okanogan. 

After over 3,000 beavers were taken from Okanogan County the first year, the environment of Okanogan County
began to change. However, it was at Fort Okanogan that the packers brought the furs from the far north in Canada, 
leaving their horses, children, and wives to take canoes down the Columbia River to Astoria to sell. Today there is
a sign overlooking this area at a pull off along Highway 97, before crossing the Okanogan River. Visitors also can
learn about the history of the fort and frontier life at the interpretive center at Fort Okanogan.

CHILIWIST JIM LAKEKIN was one of the last
traditional leaders of the Methow Tribe (part
of the Southern Okanogans), and he was
recognized as a chief, medicine man, and
horse trainer. Studio Portrait by Frank Matsura, 
Okanogan County HIstorical Society

The Syilx traded with the Thompson tribes
of the north as well as traveling across the
Cascades to trade with coast bands. For
example, the Methow band would travel across
the mountains to trade sunflower seeds for
other goods. They also traveled to the Montana
area for buffalo hunts. There were disputes

with other tribes especially the Blackfeet Tribe
and the Shuswap of the north. In general, their
lives were peaceful, and they had much to be
thankful for living in this area.

While the first major contact with people
that were not native was in 1810 with David
Thompson’s party. Earlier in 1805 a group of Syilx
traveled to the see the Lewis and Clark Expedition
party as they traveled the Columbia below
where Yakima is today. The Syilx party was given
one of the Lewis and Clark medallions. 
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The Cariboo Trail would lead to the broader
opening of what is now Okanogan County. The
Columbia and Okanogan Rivers always had
been passageways for natives peoples since
time immemorial. That was also the case with
the Cariboo Trail. Beginning in the mid-1800s, 
supplies, including good meat on the hoof, 
were needed in the Fraser and Cariboo mining
areas. This would begin the opening of what
is now Okanogan County. Today’s Highway 97
generally follows the Cariboo Trail route north
into British Columbia.

The miners who were taking the Cariboo Trail through to the gold fields found the natives restless with
the number of people going through the land. This situation set up what became known as the 1858
McLoughlin Canyon ambush. Today, visitors can view a sign near McLoughlin Canyon describing this
historic event and can take an easy three-mile round trip hike to enjoy magnificent canyon views.  A fire
in 2007 decimated many of the trees, but the wildflowers bloom in spring and summer. The canyon is a
favorite for rock climbers and for bouldering today.

GOLD!  In 1859 there was a GOLD RUSH on the Similkameen River. The American Border Survey
Commission was working to establish the boundary between the United States and British North
America. The international border that was created cut across Lake Osoyoos. The surveyors had a group
of soldiers to protect their work and to assist as needed. The leader of the troops was General Sherman, 
who would become well known during the Civil War. On a fateful day, several of the soldiers went to
wash clothes in the Similkameen River and discovered nuggets of gold. Almost overnight, there were
over a thousand miners camped by the river. The area became known as “Okanogan City”. A sign stands
today near this site describing this interesting history, and at the Depot Museum/Visitor Information
Center in Oroville, visitors can obtain a permit to try their handsat seeking gold in this area. 

By the 1870s, all of what is now Okanogan County
was part of the territory “Okanagan” recognized
as homelands the native peoples of the region. 
The territory as set by President Grant. The first
non-native settlers in Okanogan County arrived in
approximately 1860. Two men would settle by the
international border that year, John Utz and Hiram
Okanogan” Smith. John Utz stayed for only a

short time, and his log cabin would later become
a Customs House. Hiram Smith planted the first
apple orchard at Smith Point and helped build the
apple and fruit industry that would become an
important part of Washington state’s economy.

The log cabin that would later become the
Customs House of Okanogan County
Source: Borderlands Historical Society Museum

Climbing at McLaughlin Canyon
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Okanogan” Smith would make a mark in the
beginnings of Washington State.  He was the first
permanent white settler in Okanogan County, a
Territorial Legislator 1865-66, and had the first
log cabin in Okanogan County. His native wife ran
the first post office in Okanogan County, andhe
received the first state approved ferry in Okanogan
County. He also developed the first Quartz Mine, 
was the first white cattle rancher, and is considered
Father of the commercial apple orchards industry
in Washington state. He worked with Steward
to purchase Alaska, and his last home is still
standing. Visitors can make an appointment to visit
this historic home at the Depot Museum/Visitor
Information Center in Oroville.

Interesting remnants of Frontier history are still
abundant throughout Okanogan Country today—
from the Methow to the Okanogan Highlands. 
Often, this region has been called the “Late
Frontier” because it was one of the later areas of
the United States that developed, as chronicled
in the book Late Frontier, A History of Okanogan
County, Washington by Bruce A. Wilson. Still to
this day, areas of Okanogan Country look and
feel remote, rustic, and rugged—and this is part
of the draw to this setting—an open-to-the-sky
landscape that is reminiscent of times gone by
and that puts visitors in immediate touch with
history, as well as nature and wilderness.

SETTLEMENT TO
THE MODERN ERA
The first census, in 1878, for the Okanagan district did not list native citizens but it showed 35 white settlers
and five Chinese settlers. At this time, the district was actually part of Stevens County.  The native peoples lost
more of their land when more of the reservation was opened to mining and settlement by non-natives. The
miners and settlers needed supplies so small towns began to be founded. Historic maps document the pieces
of land that were removed from the reservation over time. 

In 1887, the name Okanagan was changed to
Okanogan by the state legislature as to not be
confused with the Canadian spelling. The County
formed was the largest county in the state. By
that time, homesteaders were coming to the area
from the East, Midwest, Canada, and western
Europe, the Far East, and other places, and by
trains, wagons, steamboats, and horseback. Before
motor vehicles were widely owned, farmers used
horses for towing farming and mining equipment. 
Steamboats also were an important early form of
transportation in the early 1900s, providing access
to Pateros, Brewster, and Riverside and, with high
water, Oroville. Steamboat travel not only brought
more homesteaders to the area, it also helped
locals travel more efficiently between communities. 

The number of towns in Okanogan County
increased substantially, and by 1900, there were

71 post offices. Today, many of the towns are
now ghost towns or gone all together. 

While towns like Oroville, Tonasket, Loomis, 
Conconully, Riverside, Omak, Nespelem, 
Coulee Dam, Okanogan, Malott, Twisp, Methow, 
Winthrop, Brewster, and Pateros have homes, 
post offices, and other services, other former
pioneer and mining towns are more rustic. 

Maps showing many sites of former towns and
directions to these places can be found at visitor
centers. Hardy explorers will find places like
Conconully, Loomis, Molson, Chesaw, and Ruby
interesting because you still can get a sense of
what these old towns were once like decades
ago. Although in the case of Conconully, the
town is still very much an active community
today, where as other towns are no longer
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OKANOGAN STREET 1908 Big Dan Saloon on 1st Ave. in Okanogan, 
Photograph by Frank Matsura, Okanogan County Historical Society

ORCHARDS, OKANOGAN COUNTY, CA. 1928
Courtesy UW Special Collections (WAS0670)

Visitors can learn
about former town

sites at visitor
centers throughout

Okanogan County.

inhabited. The mining town of Ruby was the first county seat and some of the building outlines can still be seen
today. Conconully was the second county seat in 1888. Chesaw has a unique history of being named after a
Chinese man whose name was Chee Saw. He had a store that supplied miners and farmers. Chesaw apparently
is the only town in the United States named after a Chinese person. Molson was and still is Old Molson, Central
Molson, and New Molson. Visitors can walk through Old Molson as a representation of a true “Old West” town, 
with many of the original buildings moved into the walking tour area. Central Molson had the main school, 
and that building is open in the summer as a museum. New Molson has occupied homes. The Ice Fishing
Tournament held every January in Molson draws many visitors.

In 1901, Frank S. Matsura came to Okanogan County from Japan, and documented scenes of daily life and
portraits of many people in more than 1,800 photographs and glass plate negatives, which have been preserved
by the Okanogan County Historical Society and Washington State University. His first photography studio was
in Conconully. Frank Matsura died young (some sources say he was 39 years old) in 1913 of tuberculosis, as a
well-respected and beloved figure in this frontier region given how he documented history with his camera. His
funeral attracted more than three hundred people—a mix of Native Americans and pioneer mourners. 
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By the 1910s and 1920s, towns were becoming
more populated and industries such as fruit
growing began to surge. Road networks expanded, 
and more people began driving throughout the
county. Overall though, the area still remained
somewhat isolated from the growing metropolitan
regions of Spokane and Seattle in Washington. 

The Great Depression (1929-1939) did not
devastate Okanogan County as severely as
it did other rural areas in the United states. 
Residents already lived fairly simple lives
with a high degree of self-sufficiency, and the
severity was moderated by the fact that the
apple industry continued to thrive, providing
much-needed work for thousands of people. 
Relief programs during the Great Depression

Hundreds of workers in
the Civilian Conservation
Corps built roads, trails, 
campgrounds, and more
in the 1930s.

By 1907, the railroad came from Spokane
through Molson to Oroville and back up to British
Columbia all the way to Vancouver. The rail line
followed the steepest route in the United States. 
The rail line carried passengers and freight, 
providing for crops, wheat, cattle, sheep, and
other commodities to be shipped around the
world. By 1916, another rail corridor extended
up the valley from Wenatchee. This increased
the ease of sending crops around the world. The
railroad bed from Oroville west to Nighthawk
is now part of the Pacific Northwest Trail and
is open year-round for walking, biking, and

horseback riding. From Molson, you can take the
nine mile road and easily bicycle on the railroad
bed to the now main road to Oroville or loop
uphill back to Molson. This area has many gravel
and compacted roads and mountain biking areas
available for public use today.

Forest reserves owned by the federal
government became national forests, and the
Chelan National Forest was established in 1908. 
In 1911, Okanogan National Forest was split
off from the Chelan unit and still makes up the
majority of land in the county both east and west
of the Okanogan Valley. 

VILLAGE OF CONCONULLY, 1906 – Photograph by
Frank Matsura, Okanogan County Historical Society
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GREAT NORTHERN RAILROAD CREW LAYING TRACKS, 1913 - 
Photograph by Frank Matsura, WSU Libraries Digital Collections

Women picking apples during WWII
Source: Borderlands Historical Society Museum

helped farmers and merchants, and hundreds
who joined the Civilian Conservation Corps
built roads, trails, campgrounds, fire lookouts, 
the Salmon Meadows Ski Lodge, and fought
fires. The timber industry struggled with falling
prices, but overall demand continued. When the
Government raised the price it paid for gold to
35 an ounce, miners returned to the hills either

as employees of rejuvenated operations or as
independent prospectors.

Grand Coulee Dam construction occurred as
part of the Great Depression era through the
Public Works Administration. Construction
began on the dam in 1933, resulting in the

formation of Lake Roosevelt, which extends 151
miles. Irrigation supplied by the dam enabled
the cultivation of a half million acres of arid land. 
Today, the Grand Coulee Dam stands as one of
the top producers of hydroelectric power in the
world and is still the largest concrete structure
ever built in the United States. The visitor center
at the dam offers tours and information about
the construction. The Colville Tribal Museum
in Coulee Dam provides information about the
history of native peoples in the area. A walking
tour in the bridge spanning the Columbia River
provides interpretive panels telling the story
of the dam, and a nightly laser show on the
spillway of the dam occurs from Memorial Day

through Labor Day. The Grand Coulee Rodeo is
held on Memorial Day weekend.

Irrigation development occurred throughout the
county, which supported agriculture in spite of
the low spring and summer rainfall. Irrigation
systems unrelated to the Grand Coulee Dam
also developed. For example, in Conconully, an
earthen dam was built, which formed a lake to
supply water. In the northern part of the county, the
Similkameen river became a source of irrigation
for the valley farmers and orchardists in north
county. The system was complete in 1916 with the
people coming from all over Washington State
and lower British Columbia to see the celebration. 
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OKANOGAN COUNTY COURTHOUSE, Okanogan, 1923
Courtesy UW Special Collections (Neg. No. WAS0654)

As the decades rolled on, agriculture continued to expand throughout the county. More women stepped
into the agricultural industry work force as more men went to war during World War II. Along with the
agricultural industry, Okanogan County, the cities, and the Forest Service became primary employers
in the region. The first smoke jumping experimental program occurred in 1939 in Winthrop, and the
program continues to this day. The North Cascades Smokejumpers Base in Winthrop offers tours and
interpretation about history of the program.

By the late twentieth century and to the present day, community development continued throughout
the county. The construction of State Route 20 (North Cascades Highway) from the Skagit Valley across
Okanogan County to the Methow Valley in 1972 ended some of the remoteness of the Methow, at least
during the summer months. The county’s first stoplight was installed in the early 1960s. A long-time
resident remembers stopping at the light, and everyone getting out and running around the car, just in
time to get back in and close the doors before the light turned green.

In recent decades, changes in the global
economy have created challenges and declining
revenues for those in the fruit industry and
other agriculturalists. However, agriculture
and farming are still important in the region. 
Currently, there are approximately 1,192 family
farms in Okanogan County.  

Over the last several decades, residents and
businesses throughout the county have started
to develop more economic opportunities around
tourism and outdoor recreation. The weather and
year-round recreation opportunities attract visitors
from near and far. On the average, Okanogan
County receives 16 inches of rain however, the
higher mountains average 58 inches. Year-round
recreation activities include hiking, fishing, boating, 
swimming, camping, wildlife watching, hunting, 
and winter sports (skiing, sledding, snowmobiling, 
ice fishing to name a few). You can fish in a new
lake, stream, river, or creek every day for a year
and still will not have exhausted your opportunities. 
Multiple fishing tournaments are held in the
area, including at Osoyoos Lake and Palmer
Lake, with ice fishing tournaments at Molson
Lake and Sidley Lake. For more about outdoor
recreation opportunities throughout the county, 
as well as the many places visitors can learn
more about the area’s history, refer to Chapters
4 and 5 in this Tourism Destination Master Plan.
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OKANOGAN
COUNTRY TODAY:
Tourism Destination Experiences, 
Visitation, and Tourism Statistics

4Inthis chapter:
OKANOGAN COUNTRY TODAY—
AN OVERVIEW OF EXISTING
TOURISM AND ECONOMIC
CONDITIONS
TOURISM DESTINATION
EXPERIENCES BY SUBREGION
VISITATION AND TOURISM
STATISTICS
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AGRICULTURE contributes to the tourism economy
by bringing people who visit farmers markets, farm
and fruit stands, wineries, breweries, and other
agritourism attractions.
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OKANOGAN COUNTRY TODAY
AN OVERVIEW

Tourism is an important economic sector throughout Okanogan County, with diverse year-round
festivals and events and world-class destinations such as North Cascades National Park, Grand
Coulee Dam, and Methow Valley trails, as well as rodeos, birding and wildlife watching, wine and
culinary arts, arts and culture, and just about every type of recreational activity possible. 

Tourism continues to grow in Okanogan County
as an important part of the regional economy. 
The diversity of tourism opportunities in the
county support year-round economic activity, 
with festivals and events and access to world-
class outdoor recreation in every season. The
dry weather and bright blue skies, with 192
sunny days per year on average, are attractive to
visitors, especially to those who live on the wetter, 
west side of the Cascades. Arts, entertainment, 
and recreation spending and employment in the
county are heavily tourism based and growth in
these sectors has been increasing for several
years. The “arts, entertainment, and recreation” 
categories include ski and summer resorts, golf
courses, museums, Fair associations, casinos, 
fitness centers, and other establishments. In
2009, arts, entertainment, and recreation netted
105 jobs, and by 2019 generated 189 direct jobs

Spending and
employment in the
county are heavily
tourism based. 

countywide, an 84 job and 80 percent upturn
during the ten-year period. By comparison, 
total covered employment in Okanogan County
decreased 4.9 percent during this timeframe, 
falling from 17,659 jobs in 2009 to 16,794 in
2019, which in part has been due to a decline in
wood products and agricultural jobs (Meseck, 
Washington State Employment Security
Department, Okanogan County Profile).
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The agricultural industry (including tree fruits, 
wheat, and other crops, as well as livestock/
cattle) has always been an important part of
the regional economy but suffered job losses
between 2015 and 2019. That said, agriculture
is still an important industry for the Okanogan
County economy, accounting for 26.2 percent
of total covered employment in 2019.  The fruit
industry is not only important to the region’s
economy, but also to its culture and heritage—
ever since the first orchard was planted in 1858, 

the area has continued to develop the tree
fruits industry. Diversification of the agricultural
industry and related businesses that have more
direct interface with the public have helped
to improve economics. In recent years, hobby
farmers, creative marketers in agriculture, and
craft industry entrepreneurs have developed
a variety of roadside farm stands and shops, 
restaurants, cafes, breweries, wineries, tasting
rooms, and even lodging establishments around
fruit, wine, and other agricultural products.

Even before the pandemic that started in 2020, 
economic conditions in Okanogan County were
variable. While nonfarm employment rose 0.9
percent (up 110) jobs between 2017 and 2018, 
to 12,810 jobs, 2019 brought a loss of 100 jobs, 
taking the total down to 12,710. Virtually every
major industry in Okanogan County’s nonfarm
economy (except health services, state and local
government, and education) lost some jobs during
calendar year 2019. Total employment declined
from 17,432 in 2018 to 16,794 in 2019, a 3.7
percent downturn. Nearly 85 percent of all jobs
lost countywide were in the agricultural industry.

With the pandemic that began in March of
2020 and continues into 2021, there have
been major negative effects on the tourism
industry in Washington as well as nationwide
and worldwide. In 2019, visitor volumes, 
expenditures, tourism-related tax contributions, 
and tourism jobs all increased in Washington. 
However, in 2020, there were dramatic declines
in these areas. Between March 1 and June 1, 
2020 visitor spending in Washington declined by

3.8 billion compared to 2019 figures. Traveler
spending, hotel room occupancy rates, lodging
taxes, and other revenues dropped severely, 
and tourism-related job losses represented 42
percent of all job losses in Washington during
that same timeframe.
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Interestingly, at the same time these economic
declines in visitor spending, lodging rates, and
tourism-based jobs occurred in 2020, visits
to the outdoors were spiking at many places
across Washington and the West. For example, 
visitation to Lake Roosevelt National Recreation
Area, which includes some sites in proximity to
Okanogan County, increased from 1,358,818
in 2019 to 1,519,403 in 2020. Regional sales
of recreational vehicles have been increasing, 
and in general, people seem to be spending
more time in the outdoors than previous to
the pandemic with hiking and camping as
predominant activities. A review of hotel/motel/
lodging tax revenues in Okanogan County
shows a decline in 2020 from 2019 numbers, but
not as dramatic a decline as might have been
expected given trends that occurred statewide
and in other destination counties. Total lodging
tax revenues in the county and all cities in
2020 amounted to $1,266,667, compared to

1,332,045 in 2019, and 2020 revenues were
still higher than 2018 revenues of $1,251,428.

As we approach the outdoor recreation travel
season of 2021, there are signs of economic
recovery and more resources are becoming
available to support businesses and mitigate
their losses. With more widespread vaccinations, 
many are hopeful that the tourism industry

SNOWMOBILING is a popular winter
recreation activity in Okanogan Country.
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will see a return to pre-pandemic trends, if
not by later in 2021, certainly by 2022. Official
long-term (i.e. ten-year) industry employment
projections produced by the Employment
Security Department are for a 1.3 percent
average annual nonfarm growth rate from 2017
to 2027 for the five county area of Adams, 
Chelan, Douglas, Grant, and Okanogan (the
North Central Workforce Development Area) and
for a 1.5 percent annual growth rate overall for
Washington state (Meseck).

Resiliency, ingenuity, and flexibility have been
and will continue to be important characteristics
in supporting local economic endeavors, 
given that the County’s economy continues
to experience challenges year after year. One
of the most important actions the county and
regional partners and interests can take is
investing in tourism and economic development
to further support and sustain employment
levels and economic growth. It will be important
to monitor trends in the coming years. Will
people change the patterns of where they
live and work given the proven ability to work
remotely that was shown during the pandemic? 
Will people continue to seek refuge in the great
outdoors in increasing numbers as occurred
in many places during the pandemic? How
will these patterns affect tourism activities in
Okanogan County in the coming years? We are
on a new horizon for the future and as such, it is
the perfect time to plan ahead and be ready to
proactively manage and expand tourism through
planning and collaboration countywide.

Regional sales of
recreational vehicles
have been increasing.

EASTSIDE PARK in Omak has ball courts and playground
equipment that provide locals with recreational opportunities.
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TOURISM
DESTINATION
EXPERIENCES

Okanogan Country offers a diverse spectrum of
destination experiences for visitors, with the proven
ability to draw tourism from the metropolitan regions of
Seattle/Tacoma/Olympia, WA (Puget Sound); Portland, 
OR/Vancouver, WA; British Columbia, Canada; and
various other origins throughout the US and abroad. 
A detailed summary of the tourism destination
experiences available in each subregion of Okanogan
Country follows. An inventory of specific tourism
assets (places, activities, events, and other attractions) 
throughout the County is presented in Chapter 5.

The Methow Valley extends from the North Cascades to the confluence of the Methow and
Columbia Rivers. This subregion is the busiest destination in the county. Access to outdoor
recreation is the primary attraction, followed by arts and cultural events and destinations. 
This area boasts some of the world’s best cross-country skiing with over 200 km of groomed
trails and hut-to-hut skiing. Hiking and mountain biking are also popular activities in the area. 
Visitors also enjoy river rafting, guided trail rides and wilderness trips, and many other outdoor

The Methow Valley—
From the North Cascades to the Methow and Columbia Rivers, the Methow Valley’s scenic
beauty offers plenty of recreational and cultural opportunities. Here visitors enjoy some
of the world’s best cross-country skiing, hiking and mountain biking, local organic
farming, galleries, theater and live music.

FIGURE 5
Top Tourism Assets in the Methow Valley

Feedback from 2019 public
workshops and public survey
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recreation activities year-round. The Methow
Valley is a base for accessing the North Cascades
National Park and the Pasayten Wilderness. The
Old West town of Winthrop has historic attractions
and galleries as well as shopping and dining. 
Twisp is popular for its arts scene as evidenced
by many sculptures throughout the town, art
galleries, and the TwispWorks arts campus.  
The Methow Valley has also become popular for
local products offered by local growers, makers, 
and brewers at farmers markets and local shops. 
Many of the dining establishments prominently
display signage that details what produce they get
from farms in the area. Much of the lodging in the
Methow Valley is made up of smaller inns, lodge/
resorts, and cabins. There are also RV parks and
campgrounds. FIGURE 5 shows the Top Existing
Tourism Assets in the Methow Valley identified by
workshop participants and survey respondents.
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Places and Activities

WINTHROP: Boardwalks, cowboy boots, and big cowboy hats thrive in the Old West town of Winthrop,  
but visitors can also find wine tasting, art galleries, and great shopping and dining. Abundant year-round
events draw visitors including the Balloon Roundup in March or the famous 49er Days in May. Visitors can
explore the Shafer Museum’s famous outdoor replica pioneer village, wander the boardwalks, and take the
time to experience Winthrop’s two walking bridges, one north and one on the south edge of downtown.

TWISP: In the heart of the Methow Valley, Twisp is home to musicians, thespians, painters, sculptors, and glass, 
metal, and fabric artists. Enjoy live theater at the Merc Playhouse and art exhibits at the Confluence Gallery. For
great food and cool brews, visitors can stop by one of the local restaurants and breweries. On seasonal Saturdays, 
the famous Methow Valley Farmers Market is open right off the main highway. As the summer heats up, visitors
can take a dip in the Wagner Pool and enjoy the Twisp Park, at the confluence of the Twisp and Methow Rivers.  
In the Twisp River Recreation Area, visitors can enjoy numerous trails for outstanding hikes and camping. 

THE GREAT OUTDOORS: For the
outdoor enthusiast, the Methow Valley is a
fantastic base for exploring North Cascades
National Park or the half-million-acre Pasayten
Wilderness. Autumn brings deer hunting
season, and fishing in the Methow River or
many of the streams and lakes is a popular
pastime year-round. 

NORDIC SKIING DESTINATION: 
Visitors enjoy skiing on the largest cross-country
ski trail system in the US with the Methow Trails. 
The snow quality and grooming of the trails is
the best in the nation and draws athletes from
around the world. With over 200km of groomed
trails and hut-to-hut skiing, trails are available
for every age and skill level.  

MORE WINTER ADVENTURES:  
Alpine skiing, snowboarding, Nordic skiing and
tubing for all ages are a short drive away at the
Loup Loup Ski Area, a fantastic family ski area
with a 1,240 vertical drop and a quad chair lift. 
For the snowmobilers, the Methow offers 450
miles of groomed trails and many snoparks. 
Heli-skiing rewards the truly adventurous with
unsurpassed snow. Everyone will enjoy ice
skating at Winthrop’s outdoor ice rink. 

The Methow Valley
is a fantastic base
for exploring North
Cascades National Park.
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Visitor Information
Availability

WINTHROP VISITOR CENTER
202 Riverside Ave
509-996-2125
winthropwashington.com

TWISP VISITOR CENTER
201 Highway 20 South
509-997-2020
TwispWA.com

METHOW TRAILS
509-996-3287
800-682-5787 (trail report) 
methowtrails.org

SUN MOUNTAIN LODGE
TRAILS & ACTIVITIES
800-572-0493
509-996-2211
sunmountainlodge.com

Unexpected Treasures

NORTH CASCADES BASE CAMP
Mazama, Ecology Center, nature programs, 
retreats, 509-996-2334
northcascadesbasecamp.com

WINTHROP FISH HATCHERY
Winthrop, tour newly remodeled facility,  
open daily, 509-996-2424
fws.gov/winthropnfh/index. cfm

NORTH CASCADES
SMOKEJUMPER BASE
Winthrop, tour the birthplace of smokejumping, 
509-997-9750
northcascadessmokejumperbase.com

METHOW VALLEY
INTERPRETIVE CENTER
Twisp Explore area’s Native American
inhabitants and natural history, 509-997-4904
methowvalleyinterpretivecenter.com

UNIQUE SPOTS: Spring is a time of
extravagant beauty as the wildflowers bloom. 
The best view is while running Methow
Trails’ Sunflower Relay in May, which takes
runners through trails of wild sunflowers with
views of snow-capped peaks. The annual
Ride to Rendezvous includes horses, mules, 
and stagecoaches riding through Twisp
every spring on their way to the famous
49ers Days in Winthrop (supported by the
Washington Outfitters and Guides Association/
WOGA). Visitors can learn about the history
of smokejumping and take a guided tour of
the birthplace of smokejumping at the North
Cascades Smokejumper Base south of Winthrop.

KIDS & PETS:  The Weather Channel
declared the Methow as the number one place
in the nation for family vacations!  In Winthrop, 
visitors can tromp the wooden boardwalks, play
mini golf, and check out the ice cream shop and
bakery. There are many easy well-maintained
trails that are perfect for the family. Some, like
Falls Creek, Blackpine Lake, Rainy Pass Trail, 
and the Washington Pass Overlook are designed
for wheelchair and stroller access.

OKANOGAN COUNTRY TODAY
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The Heart of the Okanogan—
Warm summers, mild winters, working ranches, real cowboys and American Indians, and a rich agricultural heritage combine to create the Heart of the Okanogan.

The Heart of the Okanogan is the central subregion of the Okanogan Valley and
is centrally located within the county. Traditional tourist activities in this subregion
include working ranches, water recreation, horseback riding, fairs, rodeos, and other
special events, as well as museums, arts and culture, and downtown restaurants
and shops. Okanogan and Omak offer historic attractions and a variety of annual
events and festivals. Conconully is known for its annual unique Outhouse Races
and other events. It is a key destination for off-roading with many miles of groomed

FIGURE 6
Top Tourism Assets in the Heart of the Okanogan
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snowmobile and ATV trails. The Heart of the Okanogan also has ski
areas and trails that provide winter and summer recreation, though
these activities are currently not as established here as they are in
other subregions of the county. Omak is the largest city in Okanogan
County and has some larger hotels for lodging, as well as camping, 
smaller hotel/motels, and resort lodges. This subregion is also home
to the county fair held each year, with animal barns, arts, sewing, and
crafts displays and contests. The 12 Tribes Resort Casino is another
popular attraction in this subregion. FIGURE 6 shows the Top Existing
Tourism Assets in the Heart of the Okanogan identified by workshop
participants and survey respondents.
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Places and Activities

OKANOGAN TRAILS SCENIC BYWAY AND THE CASCADE LOOP NATIONAL
SCENIC BYWAY: A beautiful 83-miles byway that begins in Pateros and follows the Okanogan River
to the Canadian border, a portion of the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway is also part of the Cascade Loop
National Scenic Byway. Both byways provide the opportunity to visit roadside fruit stands as you travel
through orchards, many owned by third and fourth generation farmers, and historical markers narrate
a rich history along the byway routes. Okanogan Trails provides access to the Audubon Society’s Great
Washington Birding Trail, Lake Osoyoos and Conconully state parks, as well as the Highland Historic
Loop Drive and the Many Lakes Historic Loop Drive. The Cascade Loop extends from the shores of Puget
Sound across the Cascade Mountains to the valleys on the other side—including the Methow and the
Okanogan—and back around through the mountains again. Washington’s ultimate road trip, visitors can
experience nine distinct regions of the state and thousands of adventures. For more information, visit: 
okanogancountry.com, okanogantrails.com, and cascadeloop.com. 

OKANOGAN: A visit to Okanogan immerses visitors in the rich history of the area. Visitors can
enjoy a self -guided walking tour of the historic downtown and enjoy murals of renowned 19th century
photographer Frank Matsura and other artists displayed on the town’s historic buildings.

OMAK: Omak is home to the annual Omak Stampede and the World Famous Suicide Race, always the
second weekend in August. An encampment held during the Stampede draws tribal members from around
the country for dancing, drumming, and competition. Downtown Omak boasts a Main Street Historical
Tour and many murals. There is also a self-guided walking tour of the historic downtown of Omak.

CONCONULLY: Conconully offers true “ from your door” snowmobiling and ATV-ing. Conconully
Museum focuses on the area as it was at the turn of the century and features everyday living including
mining and ranching. The Fall Cattle Roundup in Conconully includes a cattle drive through town. 
Conconully State Park is a treasured destination for sportsmen and families. 

The Okanogan region
provides an opportunity
to step back in time and
experience the past.
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SNOW BIKING allows visitors to get out and
experience the great outdoors even during the winter.

THE GREAT OUTDOORS: Visitors can
enjoy boating, water sports, rafting/floating the
Okanogan River, horseback riding, camping, 
golfing, fishing and hiking here. At night, the
night sky is spectacular. Visitors can look up and
admire the stars...folks from around the world
swear they are brighter here than anywhere else.  

FAIRS & RODEOS:  The Okanogan County
Fair and Rodeo in September is a “don’t-miss” 
event. Visitors can enjoy music, food, rodeo, 
and the carnival. The local 4-H and FFA barns
provide opportunities to see animals proudly
shown by local youngsters.

ARTS & CULTURE: The Omak Performing
Art Center in Omak is a countywide destination

for the performing arts. The Okanogan County
Historical Museum and Firehall Museum
Complex in Okanogan takes visitors back in
time with an old-fashioned main street, settler’s
cabin, and a display of apple industry history.  

In Omak’s Eastside Park, a sculpture collection
depicts the American Indian legend of “How the
Animals Got Their Names.” A variety of artists
participated in this installment made possible by
the Colville Tribal Artists’ Association. 

In January, visitors can enjoy Conconully’s
famous Outhouse Races. The three-person
teams consist of a ‘rider’ and two ‘pushers,’ and
the results are guaranteed hilarious. Visitors
staying through to the following weekend can
experience the annual Snow Dog Super Mush.  

OKANOGAN COUNTRY TODAY
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Visitor Information
Availability

OMAK VISITOR INFORMATION
CENTER
401 Omak Avenue, Omak
509-826-4218
omakvic@northcascades.net

OMAK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
PO Box 3100
Omak, WA 98841
509-826-1880
www.omakchamber.com
omakchamber@gmail.com

OKANOGAN CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE
509-422-4034
okchamber@communitynet.com
www.okchamber.com

CONCONULLY CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE
1-509-826-9050
www.conconully.com

Unexpected Treasures

LOUP LOUP SKI AREA
Okanogan, 1,240 vertical feet with 10 cut runs, 
866-699-5334
skitheloup.com

OKANOGAN COUNTY
HISTORICAL MUSEUM
Okanogan, recreated Main St. & Frank Matsura
studio, 509-422-4272
okanoganhistory.org

CARIBOO TRAIL
Okanogan, 509-422-4272
okanoganhistory.org

OUTHOUSE RACES
Conconully, races down Main St. for prizes,   
509-826-9050
conconully.com

ISLAND PARK TRAIL
Okanogan, popular for fishing, birding, wildlife
and photography, 509-826-5107

UNIQUE PEOPLE & PLACES:  In 1903, 
Frank Matsura, a Japanese immigrant, arrived
in the area as a cook’s helper. He became a
beloved member of the community and world-
renowned photographer, recording the
frontier era and Native American heritage. 
The Okanogan County Historical Society
houses many of Matsura’s photographs and
a replica of his studio.

The historic Cariboo Trail runs from southern
Canada to the Columbia River. A major trade
route throughout its history, it first was used for
fur trade, then later for the Canadian gold rush. 
Look for the Cariboo Trail sign four miles south
of Okanogan on Highway 97.

KIDS & PETS:  The Eastside Park in Omak
has playground equipment, ball courts, trails, 
and a swimming pool. In Okanogan, Alma Park
has a swimming pool, picnic area, playground
equipment, and sports field. 

OKANOGAN COUNTRY TODAY
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North Okanogan—
From the Canadian border to Ferry County, the North
Okanogan is a geological jewel and a secret treasure to hosts
of outdoor enthusiasts, nature lovers, and history buffs.

Feedback from 2019 public
workshops and public survey
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FIGURE 7
Top Tourism Assets in North Okanogan

North Okanogan is a destination for outdoor adventurers and
history buffs. It includes the Many Lakes region on the west
side of the Okanogan River and the Okanogan Highlands
on the east side. Fishing, hiking, and camping are popular
activities here. This subregion is rich in farming, mining, and
logging history. The Highland Historic Loop is a driving tour
that includes ghost towns, scenic views, trails, and fishing
lakes (see a map of the loop drive at the end of Chapter 1). 
Oroville, a few miles south of the Canadian border, serves as
the midpoint of the 1,200-mile Pacific Northwest Trail. Each
year, more and more hikers use Oroville as a stop for rest
and supplies along the trail. Tonasket offers some shopping
and dining and is also a good basecamp for hiking, climbing, 
and fly fishing. Visitors can roam through many antiques
and second hand shops in Oroville and Tonasket. Lodging in
this subregion is mostly made up of small inns and resorts/
ranches. FIGURE 7 shows the Top Existing Tourism Assets in
the North Okanogan identified by workshop participants and
survey respondents.

NUMBER OF RESPONSES RECEIVED
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Places and Activities

TONASKET: The community of Tonasket is the home of the annual Okanogan River Garlic Festival
and the Founder’s Day Rodeo, as well as other rodeos and events. Visitors can discover a great selection
of antique shops, pamper yourself in a day spa, or enjoy local culture and food at the restaurants. A must
see is the mural on the Community Cultural Center building, a block west of Hwy 97 between 4th & 5th. 
McLaughlin Canyon is another visitor destination near Tonasket.

OROVILLE: At the border with British Columbia, Oroville has great locally grown bounty at its fruit
stands and wine tasting at the four local wineries. Nearby Lake Osoyoos is a popular destination with
parks and a variety of water recreation opportunities. For more history, visitors can visit the Depot
Museum run by the Okanogan Borderlands Historical Society. Guided tours are available from the Depot
Museum. Access to the Pacific Northwest Trail also is available here.

LOOMIS: Loomis was once a historic mining town with eight saloons and two dance halls. Today it is a
quiet town with a scattering of homes and Bighorn sheep that wander through town. 

OLD MOLSON GHOST TOWN, SCHOOL MUSEUM, AND MOLSON: Located a short
drive away from Oroville, visitors can explore history at multiple indoor and outdoor sites including
the Old Molson Ghost Town Museum and the Molson Schoolhouse with four floors of displays on early
pioneer life and education. Molson Summer Fun Day is typically held the third Saturday in June.

CHESAW: Named for early resident, Charley Chee Saw, who started a store to provide supplies to
miners and homesteaders, The town of Chesaw thrived during a brief gold rush from 1896 to 1900. The
4th of July Chesaw Rodeo has been ongoing since 1942.

WAUCONDA: Along Hwy 20, Wauconda has been a central location for pioneers, miners, farmers, 
ranchers and travelers for over 100 years.  

CURLEW: Curlew is home to the Curlew school, bridge and Ansorge Hotel. Walking into the lobby
of the Ansorge Hotel Museum is like walking through a time portal into 1936. Nearby, visitors can
experience Toroda’s Ranald McDonald gravesite and mural, Chief Tonasket’s gravesite, the Antique Car
and Truck Museum, Malo’s Historic Store, as well as Curlew Lake State Park.  

REPUBLIC: The Republic Historical Center features
regional history and the historic Kaufman Cabin. 
Stonerose Interpretive Center provides hands-on
discovery at a 50-million-year-old fossil site where the
public is welcome to learn, dig, and take home fossils. 

OTHER UNIQUE EXPERIENCES: The 14,000-
acre Sinlahekin Wildlife Area was originally established
to protect mule deer habitat and is a bird watching
paradise with trails and parking for visitor access. 
The area’s four lakes teem with brook, rainbow, and
cutthroat trout. 

The Nighthawk Historic Townsite, a registered ghost
town, boasts the Nighthawk hotel, original schoolhouse, 
a mining office and old mill, all relics from the first
decades of the twentieth century.

Loomis was once a historic
mining town with eight
saloons and two dance halls.
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Visitor Information
Availability

TONASKET CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE
509-486-4543
tonasketchamber.com

OROVILLE CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE
509-476-2739
orovillewashington.com

REPUBLIC CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE
509-775-2704
www.ferrycounty.com/rrvcb/

Unexpected Treasures

K DIAMOND K GUEST RANCH
Republic, 1600 acre working dude ranch.  
Relax or join in and help work on the ranch! 
509-641-1003
kdiamondk.com

EDEN VALLEY GUEST RANCH
Oroville, horseback riding, birdwatching & 
adventures galore! Also home of the Washington
State Star Party and year-round night sky
activities, as well as narrated wildlife and history
tours. Entertainment for adults and children
dogs and horses are welcome too). The outdoor
Eden Valley Farm Museum is open to all guests
at no charge. 509-485-4002
edenvalleyranch.net

SITZMARK SKI AREA
Tonasket, take a beautiful and relaxing trip to
Okanogan Highland’s winter ski retreat
509-485-3323 • 509-486-2700
gositzmark.org

STONEROSE FOSSIL CENTER/
INTERPRETIVE CENTER
Republic, learn how to identify fossils, and
then dig your own and take home with you.   
509-775-2295
stonerosefossil.org

There are two fantastic driving tours in this area, 
the 80 mile Many Lakes Loop and the Highland
Historic Loop. These loops tour most of the
highlights of the subregion. Maps are available
at www.okanogancountry.com and area VICs.

THE GREAT OUTDOORS:   
The Similkameen Trail, extending northwest
from Oroville along the Similkameen River, is
wheelchair and stroller accessible. Trail visitors
can view salmon and steelhead runs and
incredible scenery. Interpretive panels along
the trail tell the history of the Okanogan and
Similkameen Valleys. The North Okanogan
subregion is replete with lakes, trails and
outdoors to explore. The fishing is extraordinary
and each lake has its own fishing requirements. 
Visitors can contact the WDFW for current
regulations: 800 833-6388, www.wdfw.wa.gov.

FAMILY FUN: Families can explore historic
towns to find reminders of history, such as murals
painted by a famous western artist in the 1940s in
Tonasket, as well as ghost towns and places like
the Old Molson Ghost Town Museum on five acres
with accessible paths (kid and dog friendly). The
Molson Schoolhouse Museum is open Memorial
Day through Labor Day. Guest ranches welcome
families with horseback riding, trail rides, 
wildlife viewing, tours, and summer camps.

OKANOGAN COUNTRY TODAY
OKANOGAN COUNTRY

TOURISM DESTINATION MASTER PLAN



50

The Columbia River—
This subregion stretches along the Columbia River from Pateros to Grand Coulee Dam. It includes fascinating geological features, the Colville Confederated
Tribes Reservation, and unsurpassed recreational opportunities.  

FIGURE 8
Top Tourism Assets in the Columbia River Subregion

The major tourism attraction for this subregion is, of course, the
Grand Coulee Dam and the Lake Roosevelt National Recreation Area
which stretches east and northeast from the dam to the Canadian
border. The dam is bordered by small towns that offer various
historic and cultural sites related to the dam and the geologic
history of the area. Other towns in this subregion include Nespelem, 
Brewster, and Pateros. With a direct connection to the river, water
recreation opportunities are a big draw, and multiple towns feature
arts and events related to the river such as fishing derbies or boat
races. Pateros and Brewster are located on US-97, the Cascade Loop
Scenic Highway and the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway. The Grand
Coulee area is part of the Coulee Corridor Scenic Byway. Pateros
has a unique position that is close in proximity to Chelan and the
Methow Valley, but is far less congested. Pateros is the gateway
to the Methow Valley as well as the Okanogan Valley to the north. 
Thousands of acres of orchards blanket the landscape around
Pateros and Brewster. Most lodging facilities for this subregion are
small hotel/motel establishments and the RV parks that are typically
a part of each town’s community park or waterfront. FIGURE
8 shows the Top Existing Tourism Assets in the Columbia River
subregion of Okanogan Country identified by workshop participants
and survey respondents.
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Places and Activities

PATEROS: Pateros was originally established
as Ive’s Landing around 1896 by Lee Ives when
he began farming near the confluence of the
Methow and Columbia Rivers and built his
landmark hotel on the banks of the Columbia. 
Today, Pateros is a vibrant community with
parks, picnics, swimming areas, fruit stands
with fresh local fruit, fishing, and dining. Visitors
can take a walk along the river, watch the
hydroplane or dragon boat races, take part in
the annual Apple Pie Jamboree, or get in some
incredible salmon and steelhead fishing. 

BREWSTER: Brewster’s location at the
confluence of the Okanogan and Columbia
Rivers has made it a gateway to the vast lands
of the north since before Astor’s Pacific Fur
Company established the first American inland
fur trading post nearby. Today, Brewster is at the
heart of a large fruit industry.

BRIDGEPORT: Nestled between beautiful
hills along the Columbia River, Bridgeport’s
main area industry is agriculture with apple and
cherry orchards in and around the area. Outside
Bridgeport, wheat fields are prevalent. The
area, rich with outdoor recreation opportunities
and beautiful scenery, is a popular destination
for anglers, hunters, kayakers, boaters, 
photographers, and other outdoor enthusiasts. 

GRAND COULEE DAM: This engineering
marvel is nearly a mile across, over 500 feet tall
and spans the largest volume river flowing into
the Pacific Ocean. The mighty dam harnesses
the power of over six trillion gallons of water, 
sending clean hydro power into eleven states. 
Visitors can check out the laser light show every
night all summer and dam tours, which are
unique, extraordinary experiences. 

Pateros was originally
established as Ive’s
Landing around 1896
by Lee Ives.
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Fort+Okanogan+Interpretive+Center/@48.0979448,-119.6783612,3a,75y,90t/data=!3m8!1e2!3m6!1sAF1QipM8O… 1/1
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COLVILLE TRIBAL MUSEUM in Coulee Dam features historical
displays for visitors to learn about early Native American history.

COLVILLE CONFEDERATED TRIBES:  
The Colville Tribal Museum in Coulee Dam provides a
glimpse of the rich heritage of the people who make up
the twelve tribes of the Colville Confederated Tribes. 
Historical displays of early Native American settlements, 
history, and lifestyles are featured in the museum. 
Indian encampments and powwows are held around
the Fourth of July in Nespelem, early spring features the
Sun Flower Festival at Paschal Sherman Indian School, 
and an Encampment is held the second weekend of
August during the Omak Stampede and World Famous
Suicide Race in Omak. In addition, Fort Okanogan
Interpretive Center, located just shy of the Highway 97
intersection on Highway 17, features the rich history
and artifacts of the Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation, and specifically concerns the Okanogan
Tribe and fur trade industry in Washington State.

COULEE CORRIDOR NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAY: The Coulee Corridor follows State Route
155 from Omak, extending southeast through the lands of the Colville Confederated Tribes to the Grand
Coulee Dam area, and then south along State Route 17 through Soap Lake and Moses Lake and beyond. 
This amazing 150-mile road trip reveals the story of the Ice Age floods when vast reservoirs of water
flooded and receded from this valley hundreds of times. One of the most unique natural landscapes in
the United States, this area was formed as the force of water fought against the strength of basalt rock. 
For more information, visit: couleecorridor.com and https://www.fhwa. dot. gov/ byways/ byways/ 54772.

GRAND COULEE DAM AREA: There are multiple towns and tourism destinations in the Grand
Coulee Dam area. The town of Coulee Dam is located at the southernmost tip of Okanogan County and
is the headquarters for Lake Roosevelt National Recreation Area, managed by the National Park Service. 
The town of Grand Coulee is just south of the Grand Coulee Dam at the junction of Highway 155 and 174. 
Grand Coulee is home to North Dam Park where many large events are held including Colorama, the
Festival of America, and the Harvest Festival. The nearby town of Electric City also offers services and
facilities for visitors. The Grand Coulee Dam area is the perfect place to get out and enjoy the spring
before the snow has melted anywhere else. This warm, dry area of Okanogan Country features some
amazing geology with gorgeous basalt cliffs that jut right up from the Columbia River. 

The Colville Tribal
Museum in Coulee Dam
is rich with heritage.
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Festivals and events
will ensure that your
kids are never bored!

NESPELEM: Nespelem is home to the Colville Tribal Cultural Center and the grave of Nez Perce Chief
Joseph. The 4th of July Pow Wow is the Colville Tribe’s largest cultural event and attracts the best singers and
dancers throughout Indian Country. Stick games and a parade accompany the celebration.

UNIQUE PLACES & EVENTS: As previously noted, the Grand Coulee Dam puts on a stunning laser
light show during the summer months where the enormous man-made structure illustrates its capacity by
spilling water down its face while a complex series of lasers tell the story of Lake Roosevelt, the Columbia
River, the Grand Coulee Dam and the settlers around it. This is an entertaining (and educational) “don’t-miss” 
extravaganza for all ages. In Pateros, learn about the history of the town at the Pateros Museum & VIC at the
confluence of the Columbia & Methow Rivers (located in the City Hall building). Also, the Methow tribal art and
interpretive exhibit is a must-see wayside in the Pateros waterfront area. Gamble Sands Golf Course & Resort in
Brewster offers opportunities for recreation and relaxation.
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Unexpected Treasures

GRAND COULEE DAM TOUR & 
LASER SHOW
Grand Coulee, all new laser light show starts
Saturday May 24th and runs through September
30th, 509-633-3074
grandcouleedam.org

HYDROPLANE RACES
Pateros, join the fun in Pateros Memorial Park, 
along Lakeshore Drive, 509-923-2571
pateros.com

STEELHEAD FISHING
Pateros, the upper Columbia River and the
Methow River are perfect for Steelheading,  
509- 923-2571
pateros.com

GROOMED SNOWMOBILING TRAILS
Pateros, access to literally hundreds of miles
of trails and Sno-Parks just a short drive,  
509- 923-2571
pateros.com

Visitor Information
Availability

PATEROS (CITY HALL)
509-923-2571
pateros.com

BREWSTER CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE
509-689-3464
brewsterchamber.org

COLVILLE CONFEDERATED TRIBES
800-881-7684 • 509-634-2200
colvilletribes.com

GRAND COULEE DAM
AREA CHAMBER
509-633-3074
grandcouleedam.org

COULEE PIONEER MUSEUM
509-631-0303
birds@ifiber.tv

FOR THE KIDS: Fishing, camping, boating, 
museums, festivals and events will ensure that
your children are never bored! Pateros Park
welcomes pets and has a long walking trail
along the river. Rivers Restaurant is a great
family place, and the Sweet River Bakery in
Pateros has incredible pizza and baked goods! 
Grand Coulee hosts the Colorama in May: a
festival, rodeo, parade, carnival, and hours of
family activities. The Brewster City Pool has two
water slides, two diving boards, and is right next
to the Brewster City Park.
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VISITATION
AND TOURISM
STATISTICS

The most recent (2016 through 2019) visitation and
tourism statistics available for Okanogan County are
summarized on this page and the following pages, 
based on multiple sources, including the Washington
Tourism Alliance, Dean Runyan Associates, and others.

2019 Visitor Spending Comparison
Travel spending in Okanogan County, in comparison to other counties with tourism
destinations is presented in TABLE 4 and FIGURE 9 below.

FIGURE 9
Destination Spending (2019 in $Millions)
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TABLE 4
2019 Visitor Spending in Washington - Comparison of Counties
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HORSEBACK RIDING is an enjoyable activity to
traverse the wide lands of Okanogan County.
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Visitor Spending Impacts
78,837 of visitor spending supports 1 job

100 of visitor spending generates $36 of
employee earnings

100 of visitor spending on lodging
generates $8.40 of tax revenue

Visitor Spending Supported
by Overnight Stays

If each resident household encouraged 1
additional overnight visitor, visitor spending
would increase by $2,507,000

If each resident household encouraged 1
additional overnight visitor, employment
would increase by 32 jobs

Visitation Contributions
to Economy

Travel share of total employment = 8.9%

Visitor share of taxable sales = 18.9%

Overnight visitor share = 13.5%

Source: Dean Runyan Associates, Based on 2016 and 2017
Annual Spending and Employment Statistics
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Overnight Visitor Spending by Type of Accommodation
FIGURE 10
Visitor Spending by Type of Accommodation in Okanogan County (2017)

PERSON TRIPS
THOUSANDS)

PERSON NIGHTS
THOUSANDS)

VISITOR SPENDING
MILLIONS)

HOTEL/MOTEL 445.8 699.3 97.3

PRIVATE HOME 323.1 697.4 18.5

OTHER OVERNIGHT 234.1 656.9 34.1

ALL OVERNIGHT 1003 2053.6 149.9

TABLE 5
Okanogan County Visitor Trips, Overnights, and Spending in 2017

Hotel / Motel

Private Home

Other Overnight

32.0% 34.1%

34.0%
64.9%12.3%

22.7%

Visitors who stay in private homes typically
comprise the largest share of overnight visitor
volume. Visitors who stay overnight in commercial
lodging typically have the greatest economic
impact. Most rural and suburban areas have high
shares of private home visitation. Urban areas
tend to have greater shares of hotel/motel stays. 
FIGURE 10 shows proportion of visitor stays
by type of lodging facility and visitor spending
related to these categories in Okanogan County. 
TABLE 5 depicts visitor volumes, including the
number of trips, and overnight stays per person
in thousands) and correlating visitor spending
in millions) for 2017.

NOTE: Person trips and person nights are in thousands. Visitor spending is in $millions. Details may not round to total due to
rounding. Annual overnight visitor days divided by (resident population) x 365.

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis and Bureau of Labor Statistics. Estimates by Dean Runyan Associates. 

A NOTE REGARDING RECENT
TOURISM SPENDING IMPACTS

Recent impacts to tourism related to the
pandemic have affected spending and activities. 
Outdoor recreation activities (hiking, camping, 
etc.) have increased, while lodging and dining
have decreased. The statistics in this plan from
previous years are based on more typical tourism
patterns, and should be representative of
future trends that will occur after the pandemic.  
For more about the pandemic and recovery
strategies, see Chapter 6.
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Visitor spending on various types of commodities
purchased can provide insight into business
opportunities and how spending is trending.  
FIGURE 13 shows visitor spending from 2000
through 2017 for Okanogan County; all types
of commodities have trended upward with the
exception of arts, entertainment, and recreation
and retail sales, which have remained fairly
steady. Food service had the highest growth over
the time period. Employment levels related to
visitor spending are shown from 2000 through
2017 in FIGURE 11, and the impact of the recession
is clearly discernable. FIGURE 12 shows that visitor
spending in Okanogan County has been trending
upward from 2015 through 2019, with over 20% 
growth in the five-year period.

FIGURE 11
Employment Generated by Visitor Spending in Okanogan County, 2000-2017

FIGURE 13
Visitor Spending by Commodity
in Okanogan County, 2000-2017
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FIGURE 12
Visitor Spending Trends are

Growing in Okanogan County

Source: Tourism Economics
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More recent data from 2019 is presented on this
page related to visitor spending by commodity
purchased. FIGURES 14 and 15 show visitor spending
by commodity in millions, and the proportion of
visitor spending on various commodity categories. 
Accommodations as the largest sector of spending, 
followed by food and beverage.

FIGURE 15
2019 Visitor Spending by Commodity in Okanogan County  ($Millions)
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FIGURE 14
2019 Visitor Spending Share in Okanogan County
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Tourism Related Direct Employment

All Other Employment

Regarding visitor spending and the economic impact on the regional
economy, FIGURES 16 through 19 show how visitor generated revenue
supports labor income in the county, as well as impacts related to state
and local taxes and county employment, based on 2019 statistics.  

0 200 400 600 800 1,000 1,200 1,400 1,600 1,800

FIGURE 17
2019 County Labor Income Impacts

FIGURE 18
2019 State & Local Tax Impacts ($Millions)

FIGURE 19
2019 County Employment Impacts (Jobs Generated)
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FIGURE 16
2019 Direct Employment Share

Supported by Tourism in County

94.5%

5.5%

Source for All FIgures on this Page: 
Washington Tourism Alliance

While the the proportion of direct jobs related to tourism is relatively low, the
impacts from visitor spending on income and employment are high as shown
in FIGURES 17, 18, and 19.

OKANOGAN COUNTRY TODAY
OKANOGAN COUNTRY
TOURISM DESTINATION MASTER PLAN



61

Trends in hotel/motel tax revenues from 2014 to
2019 are shown in FIGURE 20 and by month for
the year 2019 in FIGURE 21. FIGURE 20 shows
that revenues have been trending upwards
year upon year.

Monthly tax revenues from lodging facilities are
reported after each month’s activity. As such
revenue reported per month represents the
activity of the previous month. For example, 
revenue shown September is for August activity.

FIGURE 20
Hotel / Motel Tax Generated 2014 to 2019

FIGURE 21
Hotel / Motel Tax by Month in 2019
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As shown in FIGURE 23, the Heart of the Okanogan and Methow
Valley currently have more camping units than the other subregions
of Okanogan Country.
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FIGURE 22 shows a peak pattern in visitation from July through November, with September as the peak month. FIGURE 23 shows hotel-motel tax by month
through June in 2019 compared to the same timeframe in 2020. The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is clearly visible in Spring and Summer 2020, but later in
the year, revenues exceeded 2019 levels for the months of October through December 2020.

FIGURE 22
Hotel / Motel Tax by Month in 2019 and 2020
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FIGURE 23
Lodging Inventory – Units by Subregion, 2019
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